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HAVE YOU HEARD FROM YOUR FRIENDS IN 


ERIE LATELY? 


We have — Right cheerful folk, too. 
They have such nice things to say about 


SEE HOW THEY RUN 


A Farce By Philip King 





The critic for the Erie Times called it an “hilarious entertain- 
ment .. . a tonic of laughter from beginning to end.”’ We’re 
much obliged to our friends out Erie way for such generous 
hearts and kind words. 


And the same reports are coming in from everywhere. From 
Michigan: “‘In the nine years that Will-O-Way has been 
turning out hits never has one been as outstanding as SEE 
HOW THEY RUN.” Detroit News: ‘Gets laughs in abundance.” 
From Wisconsin: ‘“Word of mouth publicity was unlike any- 
thing we've ever witnessed in our eleven years of business. 
The show really knocked them for a loop.’ 

From Australia: Variety reports: Breathless show, fast tempo, 
. plenty of laughs.” 


6 MEN 3 WOMEN INTERIOR 


MODERN COSTUMES 


THE STORY 


The story concerns a young, attractive, and very talented 
actress who has retired and married an English vicar. She 
meets an old friend, an American soldier with whom she once 
starred. It so happens that the very play is now running in 
a nearby, off-bounds province. Undaunted, the American dons 
one of the vicar’s habits and takes off with the actress. Mean- 
time, a fugitive from justice also borrows one of the vicar’s 
garbs for disguise. When these two are met by the unsuspecting 
vicar, who thinks each is his bishop; or when the real bishop 
meets them, thinking it is the vicar — well, as you can see, 
they must have a merry romp indeed. There’s many a laugh 
between the complication and the final curtain. 


BOOKS 85c ROYALTY $25.00 








A FRESH AND DEEP-RUNNING SPRING OF 'WHOLE-HEARTED HUMOUR 
Its plot an amazing entanglement. Its pace a merry canter. An incomparable comedy 





THANKS TO MARY ANN 


By Donald Elser 


The Chambers are a family consisting of: Father, who is a 
bumptious businessman; Mother, who is fluttery and has a 
somewhat infinitesimal mind; daughter Cora, who is in love 
with a boy (Bob), who works at her father’s plant; and 
daughter Mary Ann, who is a teen-ager with enormous ideas. 
Father would like to turn his business over to Bob; but first, 
to test him, he fires Bob, saying his hair-scheme ideas are 
bankrupting the company. Young Mary Ann, fearful of the 
family finances, advertises herself as a linguist and travelling 


7 MEN 7 WOMEN INTERIOR 


* 


MODERN COSTUMES 


companion abroad. It’s nip and tuck until an important client 
arrives in town. The client’s wife comes to answer Mary Ann’‘s 
ad. She and Mother turn out to be old schoolmates, and begin 
an avid gab-fest. The linguistic Mary Ann and her flood of 
foreign phrases are completely ignored. Bob lands the contract 
and the girl, and the quizz kid gets his pretty hands soiled 
in Mr. Chamber's garden. All ends well, except for the poor tele- 
phone man who has to fix the phone each time it is ripped from 
the wall. He is a harried commentator on the comical action. 


BOOKS 85c ROYALTY $25.00 
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Send for the 1950 Supplement to our Basic Catalogue of Plays 


SAMUEL 


FRENCH 


THE HOUSE OF PLAYS 





25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


(Founded 1830) 


7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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1. Scene from the production of LIFE WITH FATHER presented 
by members of Troupe 127 of the Salem, New Jersey, High School, 
with Marie L. Oehrle as director. 

2. Thespians Clyde Incledon and William Leerie in a scene from 
THE LATE CHRISTOPHER BEAN given by Thespian Troupe 41 of 
the Glen Cove, New York, High School. Rosemary Cahill, director. 
3. Barbara Tucker as Kitty Verdun, Thomas Hughart as Lord 
Babberly and Carol Wright as Amy Spettigue in the play, CHAR- 
LEY’S AUNT, as given by the Morgantown, W. Va., High School 
(Troupe 27), with Dorothy Stone White as director. 

4. Louella McCrary and Donald Wesdorf in a scene from Act Il 
of SMILIN’ THROUGH as given at the David Starr Jordan High 
peeere (Troupe 490), Long Beach, Calif. Directed by Phyllis A. 
acobson. 


January, 1950 


5. Dress rehearsal scene from the play, LITTLE WOMEN, pre- 
sented by the senior dramatics students of the Midland, Michigan, 
High School (Thespian Troupe 902). Directed by Leitha V. Perkins. 


6. This scene occurred in the one-act play, THE HUNDREDTH 
TRICK, presented in the play tournament sponsored by the Pasadena 
Playhouse last spring. Given by members of Troupe 130 of the 
Army & Navy Academy, Carlsbad, Calif., with Mrs. William 
Currier Atkinson as director. This play captured first place honors 
in the tournament. 


7. Thespian Melvin Schwartz trims Billy Hill’s beard as a shepherd 
in the annual Christmas pageant given at the Miami, Fia., Senior 
High School (Troupe 327). Directed by Rochelle |. Williams. 











PLAYS & READINGS 


THREE ACT PLAYS 
ONE ACT PLAYS 


x k * 


CHILDREN’S PLAYS 
PAGEANTS ! 


x *k * 


HUMOROUS READINGS 
DRAMATIC READINGS 


ORATIONS | 


x« ? 


PIANOLOGUES 
ACTION SONGS 
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MINSTREL MATERIAL 
STUNTS AND NOVELTIES 





Send for free catalog 


IVAN BLOOM HARDIN CO. 


3806 Cottage Grove, Des Moines 11, la. 
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(DRAMATICS is published by The National Thespian Society, an organization of teachers 
and students devoted to the advancement of dramatic arts in the secondary schoo!;.) 


MEMBER OF THE EDUCATIONAL PRESS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


Address: Dramatics, College Hill Station, Cincinnati 24, Ohio 





$2.50 Per Year 
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THREE DAMSELS 
AND 
A DAM 
by 
Mary Daugherty 


A delightful three-act comedy for seven 
women, five men, three children and 
extras. One set with a scene before 
the curtain. 

A gay romantic play for young people 
with the locale a Central or South 
American country or one of our South- 
western states. Bill Brent, an Amer- 
ican engineer, has almost finished the 
building of a dam and he doesn’t in- 
tend to permit anything to interfere 
with its completion. When the river 
temporarily inundates the mining prop- 
erty of Herb Cornell, a neighboring 
American, Bill expects trouble and gets 
it when Herb’s aunt and her party of 
young ladies accidentally stumble upon 
some information which will help Herb 
and delay Bill’s project. Bill waylays 
and kidnaps the party, promising them 
freedom in a week when the water will 
have drained off. What happens dur- 
ing that week makes an entertaining 
and romantic play. Your cast will love 
it, your audience will enjoy it, and 
the low royalty will appeal to your 
treasurer who has his eye on the box 
office receipts. 


Books, $1.00 Royalty, $10 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. 
55 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 3 
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DEDICATION 


This issue of DRAMATICS — our eighth Pictorial num- 
ber — is dedicated to the HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE 
AUDIENCE — the largest theatre audience in the United 


States — composed of 





bright-eyed grade school children 


______laughing teen-age boys and girls 

















excited mothers and fathers 

tolerant relatives and friends 
hard-working faculty members 
solemn-faced school administrators 
fault-finding critics (few in number) 


and the school janitors who know all and who see all from a 
standing position in the rear of the auditorium or from 


a back seat in the balcony. 


The Editor 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 


Editor and Business Manager: 
Ernest Bavely College Hill Station 


Cincinnati 24, Ohio 


Contributing Editors: 


Tathot PearS0M o.cccccccccccccccces Stage, Inc. 
New Orleans, 
Paul Myers .. Theatre Collection, Public Library 


New York, N. Y. 

Department Editors: 
Earl W. Blank ....... Northeastern State College 
Tahlequah, Okla. 
H. Kenn Carmichael .. Los Angeles City College 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


rrr. rr New York, N. Y. 
Paul Myers .. Theatre Collection, Public Library 

New York, N. Y. 
Louise C. Horton ......--+eeeeee Detroit, Mich. 


Advisory Editors: 
Barbara Wellington..B. M.C. Durfee High School 
Fall River, Mass. 


Jean E. Donahey ........-- Senior High School 
; Brownsville, Pa. 
Dina Rees Evans ......-..--- Heights High School 


Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
East Fairmont High School 
Fairmont, W. Va. 
Senior High School 
Champaign, IIl. 


Junior High School 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Harry T. Leeper .. 


Marion Stuart 


Elmer S. Crowley 


Blandford Jennings ......-. Clayton High School 
Clayton, Mo. 
A. S. Gillette ....cccccccece University of Iowa 


Iowa City, Iowa 
Goodman Theatre 
Chicago, IIl. 
Fairmont State College 
Fairmont, W. Va. 


Charlotte B. Chorpenning .... 


Paul F. Opp 


DRAMATICS is the national publication for the 
advancement of dramatic arts in education and recrea- 
tion. Critical or editorial opinions expressed in these 
pages are those of the authors and DRAMATICS 
assumes no responsibility. Manuscripts and photo 
graphs submitted to DRAMATICS should be accom- 
panied by self-addressed envelope and sufficient postage 
for their return. While all due care is taken of 
them, the publishers cannot be responsible for the 
return of unsolicited manuscripts or photographs. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


One year subscription—U.S.A...............- . . $2.50 
” ” ” Se . 3.00 
Canada and Newfoundland.................. > aa 
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RATES TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL 
THESPIAN SOCIETY 
Troupe Sponsors Gratis 
Thespian Student Subscription: (One year subscription 
included in life membership fee of $1.50.) 
Thespian Student Renewal Sehemedions $1.59 per 
year, as long as student remains in high school. 





DRAMATICS is published monthly (eight «imes) 
during the school year at College Hill Statior, Cir 
cinnati, Ohio, by The National Thespian ‘ociety, 
College Hill Station, Cincinnati, Ohio. ate of publi- 
cation: Oct. 1, Nov. 1, Dec. 1, Jan. 1, Feb. 1, “iar. 1, 
April 1, and May 1. Barbara Wellington, N tional 
Director; Blandford Jennings, Assistant National_ Dr 
rector; Ernest Bavely, Secretary and Treasurer, Jean 
E Donahey, Senior Councilor; Marion Stuart, Senior 
Councilor. 


Entire contents copyright, 1950, by The National 
Thespian Society, College Hill Station, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Entered as second class matter September 15, 
1935, at the post office at Cincinnati, Ohio, under the 


Act of March 3, 1879. Printed in U.S.A. Title 
registered United States Patent Office 
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1. Scene from the play, HERE SHE COMES, given by members of Troupe 
371 of the Seton High School, Cincinnati, Ohio, with Sister Carita as director. 


2. Act Ill from JUNIOR MISS as given by members of Troupe 603 of the 
Huntington, New York, High School. Directed by Mabel Bannister. 


3. Scene from ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN. Given by members of Troupe 121 of 
‘. Stonewall Jackson High School, Charleston, W. Va. Directed by Charlotte 
. Waggy. 


4. Hospital scene from | REMEMBER MAMA given by members of Troupe 
134 of the St. Francis Academy, Joliet, Ill. (Thespian Troupe 134). 


5. Scene 2, Ace Il, of the popular mystery play, DOUBLE DOOR. Directed 


January, 1950 





by Mary Foster Wililams. Presented by students of the William Chrisman 
High School (Thespian Troupe 389), Independence, Mo. 


6. Wayne, Michigan, High School Thespians in their production of the 
comedy, LOVE IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE. Directed by Letha A. Rice. 


7. This quarrel occurred in the production of HIDDEN ENEMY given at the 
Franklin School (Thespian Troupe 468), Cedar Rapids, lowa. Directed by 
Ethel Roberg. 


8. Scene from THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER, a production of the 
Senior Class at the San Jose, Calif., High School (Thespian Troupe 537). 


9. Stage crew at work on lights for the production of NEW FIRES at the 
Central Kitsap High School (Thespian Troupe 326), Silverdale, Wash. Jen 
Southworth, troupe sponsor. 











1. MY SISTER EILEEN. This production was given by the senior 
class of the Kilgore, Texas, High School (Thespian Troupe 45), with 
Ann Whatley as director. 


2. Students of the Academy of the Holy Angels, Thespian Troupe 
568) in a scene from A CONNECTICUT YANKEE IN KING 
ARTHUR’S COURT. Directed by Sister Charitas, C.S.J. 

3. Scene from SUMMONS OF SARIEL, a one-act play given by 
students of the Stambaugh, Michigan High School (Thespian Troupe 
215), with Helen Dunham as director. 

4. Rehearsal scene from the play, GREEN GROW THE LILACS, 
at the Martin High School, Laredo, Texas (Thespian Troupe 138). 
Directed by Mary Frances Elam. 
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5. Sister Mary of Lourdes directed this production of PEG O’ MY 
HEART at the Mount Marie Academy (Thespian Troupe 580), 
Canton, Ohio 


6. Drugstore scene from OUR TOWN as given at the B. M. C. 
Durfee High School, Fall River, Mass. Directed by Barbara Welling- 
ton. The part of the stage manager at left is played by faculty 
member Joseph D’Adamo. (Thespian Troupe 254). 


7. Scene from Act Ill, OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY, 
as given at the Robbinsdale, Minn., High School (Thespian Troupe 
352). Bess Sinnott, director. 
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DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, Inc. 


14 East 38th Street 


New York 16, N. Y. 





PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS! 








We have been forced by increased business to move to larger quarters, 
and we now occupy an entire floor. 
September 1, 1949, is just off press. Send for a free copy. 


Note also that our new Catalogue, 








Among many new and attractive titles, we suggest: 


JENNY KISSED ME 


Comedy by Jean Kerr. 


Produced in New York with Leo G. Carroll in the principal 
male role, early in 1949. An entertaining play of universal 
appeal. 4 men, 10 women and girls; | interior setting. Books, 
85c. Fee, $50-$25. The Story. A charming young girl comes 
to live in the household of an elderly priest. She has been 
brought there by her aunt, scheming but faithful housekeeper 
at the establishment. Jenny, 18, is the precise opposite of the 
kind of smart sophisticated young miss that puzzles and exas- 
perates Father Moynihan. The plot is concerned with the 
priest’s clumsy but sympathetic endeavors to make Jenny 
attractive to the boys. Studying feminine magazines and get- 


to an attractive, somewhat older man, who, trying hard to 
be fair and give Jenny a chance to meet eligible youngsters, 
almost risks losing the girl he really cares for. But it turns out 
that this man has been Jenny’s choice from the very first. Her 
consenting to go out with an amusing but somewhat over- 
enthusiastic follower of jive, has been in the line of duty, 
and the young man’s amusing antics end up by boring her. 
The whole play is made doubly attractive and amusing by the 
presence of several young girls and the young boy above 
mentioned, all of whom somehow manage to make Jenny 
“hep.” Or, rather, so they think, since Jenny remains to the 
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ting pointers on feminine psychology and new fashions, he is 
so successful that he nearly overplays his hand. A romance 
runs through the play which ends in the engagement of Jenny 


end a very lovely, simple and attractive girl, and her union 
with the man she loves is a proper solution to all the plots 
and plans of the various characters. 


*K K * 


A FEW OTHER PLAYS WHICH ARE AT PRESENT RELEASED TO A GREAT 
EXTENT ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 


(Regulations governing release and restrictions of the plays vary 
greatly and are subject to unpredictable modification. There- 
fore, all producing groups are urged to write well in advance 
whenever they plan to use any play advertised by the Service.) 


LIFE WITH MOTHER 
TIME FOR ELIZABETH 
THE YOUNG AND FAIR 


(85c acting edition will be sold only to 
groups intending to produce. To all others, 
clothbound copies at $2.25 each) 


DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, Inc. 


ral Say You Saw It In Dramatics 
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1. A scene from Moliere’s IMAGINARY INVALID as given at the 


Roosevelt High School (Thespian Troupe 561), Cedar Rapids, lowa. 
Directed by Roberta D. Sheets. 


2. The Parade Scene from TATTLETALE as given by students 


of the Danville, Illinois, High School (Thespian Troupe 59) with 
Mary Miller as director. 


3. This is a scene from the comedy, WE SHOOK THE FAMILY 
TREE, given by students of the Celina, Ohio, High School (Thespian 
Troupe 473). Directed by Maxine Garwick. 


4. Ssene from the play, SENSE AND SENSIBILITY a production 


SS 


of the Midland, Texas, High School. (Thespian Troupe 845). D:- 
rected by Verna Harris. 


5. Scene from a production of YEARS AGO as given by membe:s 


of Thespian Troupe 660 of the Johnstown, Pa., Senior High Schoo’, 
with Edith F. Paul as director. 


6. A DATE WITH JUDY. This performance was given by students 


of the Ashtabula, Ohio, High School (Thespian Troupe 336. 
Donald P. Knott, directed. 


7. Tex Arlen and the “bobby-soxers’” in a scene from the play, 
THE DIVINE FLORA, as given by Troupe 59 of the Danville, Ill., 
High School. Directed by Mary Miller. 
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1. Act Ill, scene 2, from TOM SAWYER as given at the Stam- 
baugh, Mich., High School (Thespian Troupe 215) with Helen 
Dunham as director. 


2. This episode occurred in a production of MEET ME IN ST. 
LOUIS, given at the Milton-Union High School, West Milton, Ohio. 
Directed by Betty Ann Martin. (Thespian Troupe 695). 


3. THE FIGHTING LITTLES. This is also a production of the 
Milton-Union High School, West Milton, Ohio, with Betty Ann Mar- 
tin as director. 


4. Scene from a production of KIND LADY at the Tucson, Arizona, 


Jasuary, 1950 


Senior High School (Thespian Troupe 425), with Lloyd E. Roberts 
as director. 


5. Wedding scene from OUR TOWN, presented at the Benton 
Harbor, Mich., High School (Thespian Troupe 455) with Margaret 
L. Meyn as director. 


6. Thespians Chuck Travers (left) and Jack Burke of Troupe 946, 
Elyria, Ohio, High School, operate sound effects for the climax of 
NIGHT MUST FALL with Nina J. Baker as director. 


7. Candid shot of make-up crew at work onstage under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Jen Southworth at the Central Kitsap High School 
(Thespian Troupe 326), Silverdale, Wash. 








1. Scene from the all-school play, A MIND OF HER OWN, at the Lyons 
High School, Clinton, lowa, with Clara Rose White as director (Thespian 
Troupe 359). 


2. The Little Women and Laurie from LITTLE WOMEN at the Memorial 
High School, Ely, Minn. (Thespian Troupe 576). Directed by Elizabeth Gijervik. 


3. This is a scene from the play, MOUNTAIN JUSTICE, presented by mem- 
bers of Thespian Troupe 522 of the Lake City, Florida, High School, with 
Mrs. D. H. Means as director. J. G. Ballard, assistant director. 


4. Cast for the production of ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN presented as the 
Senior Class Play at the Lima, Ohio, Central High School, with Jeanette 
Stucrt as director. (Thespian Troupe 553). 


Se 


5. Scene from ARSENIC AND OLD LACE as given at the San Pedro, 
Calif., High School (Thespian Troupe 435). Directed by R. L. Rivera. 


6. HOME SWEET HOMICIDE, a production of the Laramie, Wyoming, 
High School (Thespian Troupe 70). Presented by the Junior Class with Win 
Heragate as director. 


7. Scene from OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY at the Struthers, 
Ohio, High School (Thespian Troupe 89). Directed by Oliver Davis. 


8. Stage and cast for MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS presented by Thespians of 
the Grafton, West Virginia, High School (Thespian Troupe 171) with Mildred 
W. Haddox as director. 


9. PAPA IS ALL at the Harvey High School, Painesville, Ohio, with Phyllis 
Brooks as director. (Thespian Troupe 664). 
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A FEATHER IN HIS HAT 


A FARCE-COMEDY IN THREE ACTS 
By WALT DRAPER 


CHARACTERS 


SANDRA (“SANDY”) MonroE, an attractive, imaginative girl, 17 


—_— 
ee 


MaiziE Monroe, her sympathetic mother 


—v—— 
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DorotHEA, the new maid 
APPERLY (“ButcH”) Haccerstapt, Sandy's boy friend, 17 


_ — 
— 


ELMo BuLopcetr Piunk, Prince Charming from Xanadu, 18 
EcBERT MonroE, Sandy's father 


_ — 
a 


Dr. ErHet H. SMyTHE, a psychiatrist 

Mr. SALEMAN, an unusual businessman 

Miss MEEKER, a pixie-like bill collector of uncertain age 

Dr. Miriam SpracuE, of the International Psychiatric Society 
Miss JONES, a registered nurse 

GEORGE ALEXANDER, Of the Titanic Distributing Company 


ua“ —_—"SSrSEOrOr™=—— 


The action of the play takes place in the living room of the 
Monroe home in Mayville, U. S. A. The time is the present. 





ig the mind retains a mental image over a sufficient period of time, an actual state will eventually develop. 

So says “The Power of the Imagination,” a shocking and highly controversial book on the science of psy- 
chiatry. And when Sandra (“Sandy”) Monroe, a dreamy imaginative girl of 17, reads the book and interprets 
it in her own inimitable fashion, an “actual state” does develop — a state of complete and hilarious chaos in 
a small American town! 


With a father who makes kewpie dolls and a mother as fluttery as a flock of dither birds, it’s no wonder that 
Sandy’s libido is doing nip-ups. Her “mental vision” is a perfect-mannered, handsome dream-prince who, she 
is sure, will “materialize,” because it says so in Chapter Six — not only in the text but in the notes she finds 
within the pages every time she checks the book out of the library. So for her imaginary Prince Charming 
she throws over the unimaginative Butch Haggerstadt, her boy friend with a mania for motorcycles. 


Excitable Egbert Monroe, Sandy’s father and owner of the Monroe Novelty Company, arrives home from his 
office unexpectedly with an important contract for two million kewpie dolls all but in his pocket. In fact, Mr. 
Saleman, of the United Novelty Distributors, is coming first thing in the morning for the signing ceremony. 
But Egbert’s hopes for “a quiet, respectable week end” go a-spinning when Dr. Ethel H. Smythe, eminent psy- 
chiatrist, arrives on the scene — at Mrs. Monroe's invitation — and proceeds to psychoanalyze the ephemeral 
Sandy right under Mr. Monroe's jaundiced eyes. 


UST as it would seem that the doctor will succeed in convincing Sandy that she’s just been overpowered by 

“The Power of the Imagination” and that there is really no Prince Charming at all, the bugles blare! And lo! 

Prince Charming himself — replete in princely silks, gold braid, and a feather in his hat — makes a dramatic 
appearance, amid the astonished gasps of Dr. Smythe and the hysterical shrieks of Dorothea, the maid. 


That marks the end of Act I. What the next two acts unfold is a marvel of clever plot-building and suspenseful 
enjoyment. Mark Draper, the experienced Broadway actor and successful playwright, knows that each line must 
“build,” and there is no digression until the final completely plausible and satisfying denouement . . . No hack 
job of writing, this. You will find that A Feather in His Hat has everything that an up-to-the-minute comedy 
should have. 

Books, 85c each. Percentage royalty or flat-rate royalty, as you prefer. 


Also Ready in January 


A gay, new one-act comedy for five male and three female characters. 


SILVER WEDDING 


By ALICE SANKEY 
Price, 50c. Royalty, per performance, $5.00. 


ROW PETERSON and COMPANY 


1911 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 104 S. Lexington Avenue, White Plains, New York 
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Say You Saw It In Dramatics 


(CS § January, 1950 S) 








1. Climax to the play, SAY IT WITH FLOWERS, Thespian Troupe 416 of 
the Reading, Pa., High School. Directed by Mildred B. Hahn. 


2. Bayard Veiller’s play, THE THRIRTEENTH CHAIR, as given by students 
of the Pullman, Wash., High School (Thespian Troupe 592), with Martha 
Knight as director. 


3. Cast for THE LITTLE MINISTER at. the Searcy, Ark., High School (Thes- 
pion Troupe 340). Blance M. Davis, director. 


4. Members of Thespian Troupes 254 (Fall River, Mass.) and 156 (Revere, 
Mass.) observe the 20th anniversary of The National Thespian with a 
drama conference at Emerson College in Boston. Father John L. Bonn is 














addressing the group. Barbara Wellington, Thespian National Director, is 
seated to the right of Father Bonn. 


5. Scene from SKY ROAD staged by the Senior Class of the Ysleta, Texas, 
High School (Thespian Troupe 799), with Roy C. Chambliss as director. 


6. An episode from the production of STAGE DOOR staged at the South 
nate. Calif., High School (Thespian Troupe 864). Directed by Bob Edward 
avis. 


7. Thespians of the Leetsdale, Pa., High School in a scene from BLACK 
WINGS. Directed by Elaine Saupp. (Thespian Troupe 421). 


8. Two members of the cast for THE INNER WILLY as staged by the 
a Wash., High School (Thespian Troupe 897). Directed by Edna 
raser. 
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THE SCHOOL OF SPEECH 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 


invites members of 


THE NATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY 


to attend 


THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL INSTITUTE 


July 3 to August 5 


About 100 high school students who have completed their junior year will be selected from those who apply for admission 
to attend the Twentieth Annual Institute. Character, scholarship, and evidence of special ability and interest in speech — 
public speaking and debate, dramatics, or radio — will be considered in determining admission. 


@ Public Speaking and Debate — about 35 students; basic instruction in the principles of public speech and their applica- 
tions in debate, oratory, declamation, and extempore speaking. 


@ Dramatics — about 35 students; basic instruction in acting, directing, stagecraft, and participation in plays. 
@ Radio — about 25 students; radio broadcasting techniques and their application in the production of radio programs. 


All students are housed in dormitories under the supervision of experienced counselors. Instruction is given by members of 
the staff of the School of Speech. Trips to points of interest in the Chicago Metropolitan area and various social functions are 
planned. A University beach on Lake Michigan, the University Library —- these and other facilities are offered to provide five 
weeks of study in a pleasant and stimulating environment. 


APPLY EARLY 
SCHOLARSHIP AND TUITION PLACES AVAILABLE 


Write today for bulletin and application blanks to 


Dr. Karl F. Robinson, Director, N. H. S. I., School of Speech, Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 
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DONALD PAYTON’S 
LATEST RELEASE 


| HONEY IN THE HIVE 


3 act Comedy 6 men, 8 women 


Here is Donald Payton’s latest and greatest comedy recently released for amateur production. 
A really “‘super” play . . . with not an unnecessary line, a dull moment, or a serious scene in 
the entire play. Audiences in every state pronounce Donald Payton’s plays ‘’the best ever given 
here.”” One simple interior. 

honey in the hive. Mr. Maxwell immediately visions himself 


earth family. No airs, no pretentions, just ordinary people like the future president of the United States. He starts campaign- 


CS 


The Maxwell family has always been an average, down to 


their neighbors. In fact, that’s the life for Papa, Mama, 
thirteen year old Wilbur, and seventeen year old Connie. But 
it’s different with fifteen year old Betty Lou. She’s always 
loved big affairs, important people, and has long aspired to be 
a debutante. So, she made friends with ultra-ultra Suzanne 
Coady, daughter of THE R. Hamilton Coady, one of the city’s 
really important men. Well, Suzanne asks Betty Lou to go to 
the mountains with her for the summer and after much plead- 
ing and wailing, the parents finally give in. When Betty Lou 
returns home weeks later, she’s a much changed young lady. 
She not only brings back a very different Betty Lou, but a big 


Royalty, $10.00. 


Send for our Free 1950 Catalog (144 Pages). 


ing like mad and the whole family’s hobnobbing with the 
town’s elite, much to the chagrin of son Wilbur who’s irked 
by baths, manners, combs, and Arthur — the Coday’s young 
son. Well, the Maxwells don’t have time for their neighbors 
anymore, they‘’re too busy. Finally comes the third act and the 
big election. The whole family is sitting around the radio, 
listening to the election returns. It finally dawns on them that 
Papa is losing the election and losing it badly. The Codays 
then disown them, and Mr. Maxwell, friendless and humiliated 
informs the family they’re moving to another town. The 
neighbors then start returning their borrowed goods, and it’s 


idea of Mr. Coady’s — he’ll make Papa Maxwell a state repre- over this stack of boxes, umbrellas, fishing tackle and every- 
| sentative. Mr. Coday tells Mr. Maxwell that he can put him thing else that the Maxwells realize that the real honey in every- 
| in office just like that — that it’s money in the bank... ones hive is his friends just like these—and they move back in. 


Books, 60 Cents 


HEUER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 
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1. Scene from a production of JANE EYRE. (Name of school pro- 
ducing the play was not indicated on the photograph). 


2. This is a scene from an original one-act play, IT SHOULDN’T 
HAPPEN TO A CIRCUS, given by students of the Hope, Ark., High 
School (Thespian Troupe 36) with Mrs. B. E. McMahen as director. 


3. MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS, a production of the Senior Class of 
the Ypsilanti, Mich., High School (Thespian Troupe 789). Directed 
by Madge Iseminger. 


4. Scene from the one-act play, BROKEN REHEARSAL as staged 
at the Shawnee, Okla., High School (Thespian Troupe 948). Directed 
by Norene Tower. ~~ 


5. Cast for the production of THE ADORABLE SPENDTHRIF™ 
given at the Amherst, Ohio, High School (Thespian Troupe 730) 
Directed by Margaret R. Egeland. 


6. Cast and set for BEST FOOT FORWARD as staged at th: 
Central High School (Thespian Troupe 822), Oklahoma City, Okla 
Directed by Maybelle Conger. 


7. Cast for a production of JANE EYRE at the Osceola High School 
Kissimmee, Fla. Grace Makinson, director. (Thespian Troupe 565) 


8. This scene is from the production of IF | WERE KING presentec 
at the San Diego, Calif., High School (Thespian Troupe 551), with 
Lois Perkins as director. 
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1. Scene from MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS as given at the Kirkwood, 
Mo., High School (Thespian Troupe 748) with R. A. Smith as 
director. 


2. Scene from ANGEL STREET at the Bosse High School, Evans- 
ville, Indiana, with Lenore M. Cupp as director. (Thespian Troupe 
807). 


3. B. E. Moeller directed this production of THE MAN ON THE 
STAIRS at the Rochester, Minn., High School (Thespian Troupe 
650). 


4. Members of the Speaking Choir at the Pana, Ill., High School 


Jasuary, 1950 


(Thespian Troupe 219). Miss Fern E. Sawyer, director. 


5. This plesant event is from the production of A DATE WITH 
JUDY at the Rock Springs, Wyo., High School (Thespian Troupe 
248. Directed by Gwen Christensen. 


6. This episode is from Act Il of A LITTLE HONEY as given at the 
Pana, Ill., High School (Thespian Troupe 219). Directed by Fern E. 
Sawyer. 


7. THE SUNSHINE TWINS, a production of the Junior Class at 


the St. Boniface High School (Thespian Troupe 674), Cold Spring, 
Minn. Directed by Sister M. Michaela, 0.S.B. 
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1. This scene occurred in the production of BERKELEY SQUARE 
as staged at the St. Francis Academy (Thespian Troupe 134), 
Joliet, Ull., with Sister M. Alma Clare and Sister M. Mercia as 
directors. 


2. This bit of frolic took place in the production of A DATE WITH 
JUDY at the Staples, Minn., High School (Thespian Troupe 314). 
Mary Forsan directed. 


3. Cast for a production of OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND 
GAY at the Ward High School (Thespian Troupe 949), Kansas 
City, Kansas. Directed by Sister Mary Jovita. 


4. Members of Thespicn Troupe 122 of the Newport News, Va., 
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High School in a scene from the popular comedy, GEORGE WASH- 
INGTON SLEPT HERE, with Dorothy M. Crane as director. 


5. An episode from ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN as given by members 
of Troupe 258 of the Ensley High School, Birmingham, Ala., with 
Florence M. Pass as director. 


6. Troupe sponsor Jen Southworth of the Central Kitsap High 
School (Thespian Troupe 326), Silverdale, Wash., in the director's 
box. 


7. Scene from a production of THE BARRETTS OF WIMPOLE 
STREET as presented by Thespian Troupe 332 of the Upper Arling- 
ton High School, Columbus, Ohio. Directed by Don H. Poston. 
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1. Dramatics students of the Tucson, Arizona, Senior High School (Thespian 
Troupe 425 are seen in a production of THE LILLIES OF THE FIELD with 
Lloyd E. Roberts as director. 


2. This exciting moment happened in a production of GREAT CAESAR‘S 
GHOST, staged by Troupe 378 of the North Side Senior High School, Fort 
Worth, Texas, with Mrs. Snow J. Weatherred as director. 


3. George B. Moon directed this scene from GLORIA MUNDI at the Re- 
dondo Beach, Calif., High School (Thespian Troupe 462). 


4. Scene from a production of WHY THE CHIMES RANG at the Senior 
High School, Prescott, Ariz. Directed by Lillian Savage and Ethel Tyson. 
Thespian Troupe 735). 


5. Cast for the production of THE DIVINE FLORA as given at the Mc- 
Caskey High School, Lancaster, Pa. (Thespian Troupe 960). Directed by 
Yaomi B. Terry. 
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6. Best Thespians Donna Lincoln and Milton Smith (seated) as Reverend 
and Mrs. Spence, with their children Eileen (Marie Hynes) and Hartzell 
(Charles Johns) in ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN. Thespian Troupe 308 of the 
Darien, Conn., High School, with Elsa Petterrson as director. 


7. This incident is from Act Ill of OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY. 
A production of Troupe 499 of the Pontiac, Mich., High School. Directed 
by Mary Parrish. 


8. This scene is from the performance of FRIEND HANNAH given at the 
Roosevelt High School (Thespian Troupe 561) with Roberta Dinwiddie Sheets 
as director. 


9. This family problem is from the production of THE GREAT AMERICAN 
FAMILY as staged by Troupe 585 of the Muscatine, lowa, High School. 
June Lingo directed the show. 
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Raphael David Blau’s 


MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN| 
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Dramatized 


STORY: A young, vivacious widowed mother 
accepts an odd scholarship in order to keep 
her daughter in college. Her daughter vio- 
lently opposes the idea, for she is a Sophomore 
and Mother will only be a Freshman! But 
Mother perseveres, and when she gets to col- 
lege the uproar begins, for it develops that 
Mother isn’t a has-been, as the daughter ex- 
pected, but is the cause of a stag-line stampede. 
Then, the young professor whom the daughter 
has a crush on begins to show real interest in 
Mother. A misunderstanding between Mother 
and daughter results, and the distraught and 
hurt Mother slaps the professor. For this she 
is expelled. It is a sad Mother indeed who 
starts to pack their things to go home, for 
with the scholarship gone there isn’t enough 
money to keep daughter in college and, too, 
she has begun to care for the professor. The 
situation seems hopeless, but all comes out 
delightfully in a charming and convincing 
solution. 

This gay college comedy is as sweet and 
funny a play as we've seen in many a year of 
really was to be expected. 


by Perry Clark 


Coster 


Mother is still quite a girl ! 


publishing, and its almost incredible popularity 





Royalty, $25.00 3 acts, 9w, 6m, I int set 


Price, 75c. Posters availiable 
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Maureen Daly’s Famous Novel 


SEVENTEENTH SUMMER 


Dramatized by Anne Coulter Martens 


Fro.. the way orders are cascading in we can only conclude that this play is one of the all time greats 


of txe amateur stage. 


STORY: Angie is aglow with excitement, 
for Jack Duluth, the town’s most desirable 
mai, has asked her to be the first to go sailing 
in his new boat! Angie and Jack have a 
wonderful time, and they begin to care for 
each other. But Angie has a bitter rival in 
Jack’s former girl friend who is determined 
to vet him back, so when they have a tiff she 
uses this as a wedge to pry them apart, and 
misunderstandings and disappointments multi- 
ply until Angie is crushed. Jack doesn’t phone, 
and Angie waits and her seventeenth summer 
is almost over, and still Jack doesn’t call. Then 
in an exciting finale that is going to thrill 
your audience right down to their toes this 
play comes to a superb end. Surrounding 
Angie is one of the most personable, enter- 
taining and thoroughly likable cast of charac- 
ters that will ever step from the printed page 
to the boards of your theatre. 

We heartily recommend this play. In it 
we have all the joy and pathos of youth caught 


up in an enchanting comedy of complete understanding. 





Coster 


Angie has a date 





Royalty, $25.00 3 acts, 6m, 7w, 1 int set 


Price, 75c. Posters available 
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Say You Saw It In Dramatics 














1. Thespians Catharine Pierson, Jane Upshaw, and Patsy King 
of Troupe 205, Bolton High School, Alexandria, La., in a scene 
from LADIES IN RETIREMENT. Directed by Ruth Lennie-Smith. 


2. Make-up for a production of ARSENIC AND OLD LACE at 
the Benton Harbor, Mich., High School. (Thespian Troupe 455). 
Margaret L. Meyn, director. 


3. Scene from a production of TOBIAS AND THE ANGEL (Act I) 
at the Redondo Beach, Calif., Union High School (Thespian Troupe 
462). Directed by George Moon. 


4. Act I, scene 3, of PINOCCHIO as given by Troupe 187 of 
the Brownsville, Pa., Senior High School. Directed by Jean E. 
Donahey. 


5. A scene from YEARS AGO as given at the Johnstown, Pa., 
Senior High School (Thespian Troupe 660). Directed by Edith F. 
Paul. 

6. Outstanding Thespians of Troupe 187 of the Brownsville, =~ 
Senior High School for the year 1948-49. Front row (left to right) 
Donald Stefi, Audrey Nelan, William Eichelberger. Back row (left 
to right) Gertrude Landman, Mano De Leonibus, Gloria D’Antonio. 
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1. Cast for THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON at the Wasatch 
Academy (Thespian Troupe 833) Mt. Pleasant, Utah. Directed 
by David A. Thomas. 


2. Scene from MANANA IS ANOTHER DAY, a production of 
Troupe 561, Roosevelt High School, Cedar Rapids, lowa. Directed 
by Roberta D. Sheets. 


3. Cast for a production of ARSENIC AND OLD LACE at the 
West Liberty, lowa, High School (Thespian Troupe 599). Directed 
oy Mrs. Francis Bodie. 


JAN vARY, 1950 


4. Scene from DEAR RUTH as staged at the Niles, Michigan, 
High School (Thespian Troupe 766) with Carl Hallenius as director. 


5. Scene from THE GREAT BIG DOORSTEP. A production of 
Troupe 207 of the Mt. Vernon, Wash., Union High School. Directed 
by George Hodson. 


6. Cast for a production of BROTHER GOOSE at the West Liberty, 
lowa, High School (Thespian Troupe 599). Directed by Mrs. Francis 
Bodie. . 








1. An episode from | REMEMBER MAMA as given at the Ross High 
School (Thespian Troupe 793) Fremont, Ohio, with Imogene Forsyth 
as director. 


2. This scene is from OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY 
Gs given at the Newark, Delaware, High School (Thespian Troupe 
931). Directed by Ann M. Stauter. 


3. Thespians Gresdna Doty and Mordene Zummack as Emily and 
Mrs. Webb respectively in OUR TOWN as given at the Oelwein, 
lowa, Senior High School. Maureen McGivern directed. 


4. Scene from LITTLE WOMEN, a production of Troupe 433 





of the Glenbard High School, Glen Ellyn, Ill. Directed by Rache' 
Whitfield. 


5. Wanda Luttrell directed this production of FEATHERS IN A 


GALE at the Biggers-Reyno, Ark., High School (Thespian Troupe 
743). 


6. Scene from BEST FOOT FORWARD as given at the Ashland, 
Ohio, High School. Directed by Betty J. Bartlett. 


7. Scene from WE SHOOK THE FAMILY TREE at the Clearview 
High School, Lorain, Ohio. (Thespian Troupe 591). Directed by 
Lois Ludwig. 
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On The High School Stage 


News items published in this department are contributed by schools affiliated with 


The National Thespian Society 


A a A 


Berea, Ohio 


EMBERS of the Junior Class of Berea 
M High School (Thespian Troupe 612) 
presented Junior Miss as their class play in 
Nove:nber. The Masquers’ Club, which spon- 
sorec a Girl’s League meeting in December, 
will present a night of plays in March. 
Mak«-up and playcasting have been dis- 
cussc | at the meetings during the semester. 
E. J. Keeney is sponsor of the Berea troupe. 


Benion Harbor, Michigan 


f° ‘TY radio shows will be presented during 
ne school year by dramatics students 
at th» Benton Harbor High School. The Man 
Who Came to Dinner was given early in 
Dece:nber as the all-school play. The Senior 
Class has selected I Remember Mama as 
their play to be given in May. One-act plays 
were presented for the Armistice Day as- 
sm! y° ‘and Christmas program. Original 
skits were written by Thespians for Stunt 
Nigh\. Margaret L. Meyn is sponsor (Thes- 
pian Troupe 455).—Elaine Gruntman, Sec- 
retar 


Birmingham, Alabama 


— 


N December 7, Thespians of the Phillips 

High School (Troupe 802) presented 
Januery Thaw. They also produced during 
the semester, the following one-act plays: 
Pardon My Ancestors, No Greater Love, and 
Catching Up With Christmas. A _ fifteen- 
minute radio program is being sponsored 
each Saturday during the year. Ottie Huff 
is troupe sponsor. 


Barrington, Illinois 


EMBERS of Thespian Troupe 771 of 

Barrington High School participated 
in the dedication ceremony for their new 
high school building on November 18. Two 
performances of You Can’t Take It With You 
were given by the Junior Class on November 
ll and 12, under the direction of Richard 
C. Johnson, Thespian troupe sponsor. Dra- 
matics club meetings were devoted to the 
study of radio techniques, inasmuch as_ the 
new building is equipped with a sound 
studio where radio recordings can be made 


and programs broadcast to the rooms.—K. 
Hasch, Secretary 
New Albany, Indiana 

HE art of pantomime and_ techniques 


of stage make-up have been emphasized 
this semester at the meetings of Thespian 
Troupe 624 of New Albany Senior High 
School. A Date With Judy was performed 
in November under the direction of Jacque- 
line Johnson, troupe sponsor.—Pat Denny, Sec- 
retary 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
EMBERS of Thespian Troupe 822 of 


Central High School participated in two 
fall musicals, presented by all-school casts. 
Early in December the Junior Class gave 
Our Hearts Were Young and Gay. The Dra- 
matics Club, with Maybelle Conger as di- 
rector, performed a play for the December 
assembly. 


Enclewood, Colorado 


t URING the 1948-49 term, the following 
plays were produced at the Englewood 
Hig School: The Doctor Has a Daughter, 
Secon Keys to Bald Pate, Our Town, and 
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Macbeth. During the summer months, a 
number of high school students under the 
guidance of Jeanne Foote, (sponsor, Thespian 
Troupe 765) gave seven plays to stimulate 
community interest in drama. These included 
Arsenic and Old Lace, Charley's Aunt, and 
Abie’s Irish Rose. The venture was entirely 
self-supporting. Stage Door has been selected 
by the Senior Class for production in the 
spring. 


Belleville, Kansas 


HESPIAN Troupe 933 of Belleville High 

School collaborated with the Music Depart- 
ment to produce a choric drama, Unto Us the 
Living, on Armistice Day. Members of the troupe 
along with their sponsor, Mrs. E. C. Houdek, 
attended a two-day speech clinic at Kansas 
University. Painting technique for scenery 
and choric speaking have been emphasized 
at dramatics club meetings. New plays for 
high school production have also been dis- 
cussed. The Junior Class play, Growing Pains, 
was presented in December.—J. Johnson, Sec- 
retary 


Grand Blanc, Michigan 
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Costume rentals to churches, schools, 
colleges and organizations every- 
where. 100,000 costumes in stock 
—promptly available at very mod- 
erate rates. 
A Famous By-Line of the Theatre! 

Complete productions or any part 
thereof. You name the play or list 
of requirements—we send full infor- 
mation without obligation. 


EAVES 


COSTUME COMPANY 








HE Mt. Morris High School: Thespian “ae 2 

Troupe conducted the installation cere- 
mony for Thespian Troupe 967 at Grand 151 WEST 46th ST. * NEW YORK 19, NY 
Blanc High School. Stanley J. White is Established 1870 
troupe sponsor. Two one-act plays were 

(Continued on page 23) 
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THEATRE ARTS BOOKS 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 


Please send me, postpaid — 





troduction by John Gielgud 











Boleslavsky 





Stephen Haggard 





McCandless 

















duction by Aline Bernstein 


ROBERT M. MAC GREGOR, Director 


AN ACTOR PREPARES by Constantin Stanislavski, 

translated by Elizabeth Reynolds Hapgood, _in- 
Od: eth BOE x 2 ies | 
BUILDING A CHARACTER by Stanislavski, trans- 

lated by Elizabeth Reynolds Hapgood, introduc- 

duction by Joshua Logan .... , 


MY LIFE IN ART, the autobiography of Stanislavski @ $3.75 
ACTING, THE FIRST SIX LESSONS by Richard 


THE CRAFT OF COMEDY by Athene Seyler and 


A METHOD OF LIGHTING THE STAGE by Stanley 


THE NEGRO IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE by 
ee 


BROADWAY SCRAPBOOK by Brooks Atkinson 


The Shaw-Terry Letters, illustrated edition of the 
Bernard Shaw and Ellen Terry correspondence . 
STAGES OF THE WORLD (Theatre Arts Prints), an 

enlarged pictorial survey of the theatre, intro- 


Enclosed is my check (or money order) for __ . 


THEATRE ARTS BOOKS 


(City and State) 


@ $3.50 
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@ $3.50 
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.. @ $4.75 _ 
 Mipocith asd es 





ROSAMOND GILDER, Consultant 





Say You Saw 





see 


It In Dramatics 





1. (Three pictures across top of page). Scenes from a production 
of JANUARY THAW given as the senior class play at the Harris- 
burg, Ill., High School. (Thespian Troupe 16). Directed by Lolo 
F. Eddy. 

2. Act Ill from YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU as given at 
the Dearborn, Mich., High School (Thespian Troupe 586). Directed 
by Elaine Watson. 

3. A DATE WITH JUDY, Taft, California, Union High School 
(Thespian Troupe 620). Dorothy Weigand, director. 


4. Principal players in Cast Il of LITTLE WOMEN as given at the 


Meridian, Idaho, High School (Thespian Troupe 875). Directed ly 


Kathryn |. Morgan. 

5. Cast for YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU as staged at tt 

Burley, Idaho, High School. Directed by Mary |. Harris. (Thespic 

Troupe 111). 

6. No information identifying this scene came with the phot: 

graph. 

7. Members of Troupe 372 of the Wellsburg, West Va., Hic’ 


School presented this production of HERITAGE OF WIMPOL< 
STREET. Directed by Faye Barnes. 
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School of the Theatre 


University of Denver 


Majors in Acting, Directing, 
Production 


Courses leading to 
B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. 


DENVER, COLORADO 


—— 
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WESTERN COLLEGE 
ate yA OF eo 
for 
COMPREHENSIVE MAJOR FIELD 
including Acting, Directing, all phases of 
Production and Radio 
Chi'dren’s Theatre courses and series of public 
per‘ormances in addition to regular season of 
adult productions. 
Address: William treland Duncan 
Leonard Theatre 
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| _ MAURICE GNESIN, Ph.D. 
Head of the School 
_____ MARY AGNES DOYLE 


Assistant Head 


ACTING, RADIO 
DIRECTING, DESIGN 


and M.F.A. Degrees 


r Information Write: 
LOUISE DALE Pes mee Registrar 
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Recommended 
Amateur Plays 


THANK YOU MR. PARKER 
By Paul McCoy 


A High School play of action — All 
parts good — Strongly recommended. 
Just off press. Production rights includ- 
ing cast copies, $12.00. Single books 60c. 


POOR HUBERT 
By Jas. F. Stone 


Farce-Comedy with many successful 
performances to its credit. Production 
rights, including cast copies, $12.00. 
Single books 60c. 


THE SPIDER’S WEB 
By Robert Brome 


Mystery - Comedy - Drama of unusual 
audience appeal. Finely drawn human 
characterizations. Royalty $10.00. Books 
60c each. 


HOBGOBLIN HOUSE 
By Jay Tobias 
Over 100,000 copies sold to date. 


“‘Tops’’ in Mystery-farces. Non-royalty. 
Books 60c each. 


“THAT CORKING GOOD 
MINSTREL BOOK.” 


Just off press. 60c. 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


THE WILLIS N. BUGBEE CO. 
647 So. Warren St. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 











(Continued from page 21) 


produced during October: The Patterson Din- 
ner and Finders Keepers. In December the 
Senior Class presented their class play, Meet 
Me in St. Louis. Cuckoos on the Hearth 
will be given in March by the Junior Class. 
Foreign movies, now available at the Flint, 
Michigan, Art Theatre, were discussed at recent 
meetings of the dramatics club.—Jeraine Pillow, 
Secretary 


Orlando, Florida 


IRST prize of $50 in the 1948-49 National 

Play-Picture Contest conducted by Row, 
Peterson and Company was won by Orlando 
High School (Thespian Troupe 177). The play 
was The Inner Willy, directed by Mildred E. 
Murphy, Thespian troupe sponsor, and the 
photographer, Dittrich, of Orlando. Thespians 
produced We Shook the Family Tree during 
November. Shadows in the Night, Meet Me 
in St. Louis, and Jane Eyre will be produced 
during the coming months. A number of 
students are attending plays produced at 
Rollins College, Southern College, and Stetson 
University. 


Champaign, Illinois 


EMBERS of Thespian Troupe 106 at 

Champaign High School participated in 
the production of Mother Is a Freshman this 
fall. Seven Sisters is scheduled for performance 
this month. The troupe sponsored two assem- 
blies during the semester: Columbus Day and 
a1 exchange assembly with the University 
High School of Urbana. Marion Stuart is 
ttoupe sponsor.—Terry Davis, Secretary 
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ool of Dram 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
© Complete curriculum leading to B.A. 

and M.A. Degrees. 


® Operating Showboat and Penthouse 
Theatres. 


GLENN HUGHES, Executive Director 











College of Theatre Arts JAN. 3 
PASADENA PLAYHOUSE JAN. 


@ TELVSN Master, Bachelor, Assoc. Arts Degrees 
°e STAGE Theatre Admin. » Tech. Design 
Playwriting e Acting e Directing 
® RADIO Today Write General Manager 
@ SCREEN 44 S. El Molino, Pasadena, 1, Col. 








OHIO UNIVERSITY 
Athens, Ohio 
School of Dramatic Art & Speech 


Offers you 
Experience in all phases of drama. 
Practical radio work in two student operated 
stations. 
Training for careers in speech correction. 
An extensive forensics program. 
Course work leading to the degrees: B.F.A., 
B.A., M.F.A. and M.A, 

For further information write to 


CLAUDE E. KANTNER, Director 








GELLER THEATRE WORKSHOP 


“Hollywood’s Finest” 


STAGE ¢ SCREEN e¢ RADIO 


Training Under Expert Guidance 
6040 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
1 Hollywood 36, California 
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(The publication of Thespian reports 
contributed this fall will be continued 
in the February issue of DRAMATICS. 
— EDITOR) 











mn 


Hi = Wil Wy OO 
0000000000000 Re U5] 080; 05000]; 03 R80 Me 00m mW Re ae a8 ee A 


Eldridge 
SP zesents 


4 NEW ROYALTY PLAYS § 


“@ SIXTEEN IS SPRING 


By VINCENT LINDSAY 
5m., 6w. — Comedy 


Sixteen-year-old Kay gets the mumps 
just when her only Hollywood break ar- 
rives. Single interior scene. Modern 
Costume. 


Price 75c. Royalty, $10.00. Repeat, $2.50. 


* 


@ HOW GREEN WAS MY 
BOY FRIEND 
By JOHN NASH and J. C. McMULLEN 
4m., 7 w. — Farce = 


How quick can a personality change. 
Dick’s atomic pill does the trick in this 
rollicking situation of changed person- 
alities. Simple interior set. 


Price 75c. Royalty, $10.00. Repeat, $2.50. 


* 


® ANYTHING FOR 
A LAUGH 
By ROBERT ST. CLAIR 
5m., 7 w. — Comedy 


Ventriloquism and business don’t mix. 
Tricks with the voice backfire in this 
laugh-filled play with ‘‘Magical”’ ending. 
Interior set. 


Price 75c. Royalty, $10.00. Repeat, $2.50. 


* 


e JUDY AND THE 
COLONEL 
By JAMES F. STONE 
4m., 8w. 


There are two Colonel Browns compli- 
cating Judy’s problems but all ends 
peacefully when the hotel clerk turns 
out to be a Justice of the peace. 

Price 75c. Royalty, $10.00. Repeat, $2.50. 


A NEW ELDRIDGE CATALOG IS 
AVAILABLE — WRITE FOR ONE 
NOW ! 








Eldridge 


ENTERTAINMENT HOUSE, INC. 


FRANKLIN, OHIO 
ALSO 
DENVER, COLORADO 
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1. Cast for FANTASY IN RHYTHM, 1948 annual frolic given at 


the Wm. Penn Senior High School, York, Pa. Directed by Leon C. 
Miller. 


2. Scene from THE GREAT AMERICAN FAMILY, as given at the 
Clover Park High School (Troupe 821), Tacoma, Wash. Directed by 
Virginia G. Heidbrader. 


3. This episode is from HOME SWEET HOMICIDE at the O'Neill, 
Nebr., High School (Troupe 822). Directed by Charlotte Resegieu. 


4. (Center photograph). This is a scene from ONE FOOT IN 
HEAVEN given at the Stonewall Jackson High School (Troupe 121), 
Charleston, Ill. Directed by Charlotte S. Waggy. 
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5. Three scenes from OUT OF THE FRYING PAN at the Tokoyc 
American School (909), Tokoyo, Japan. Directed by Frank Jakes. 


6. Scene from CALLING ALL GHOSTS at the Wood River, Ill., 
Community High School (Thespian Troupe 733). Lockwood E 
Wiley, director. 
7. DOUBLE DOOR. This performance was given at the Woodrow 


Wilson High School (Troupe 754) Beckley, W. Va. Directed by Mrs. 
Frank Vass. 


8. This family scene is from YEARS AGO as given at the Middle- 
town, N. Y., High School (Troupe 74). Directed by Miles S. McLain. 
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Laughs / 


“DOCTOR'S 
ORDERS” 


A new hit 
comedy in 
three acts 


By 
KJIRTZ GORDON 


Royalty $25.00 
Books 85 cents 








> Men, 8 Women 


Interior Setting 








Adolph’‘s 


178 Tremont St. 
Boston 11, Mass. 


Laughs! Laughs! 


Throw away your cook book! 
a recipe for laughs, here is a recipe to end all 


If you are looking for 


recipes. Get out your big mixing bowl and follow 
through with this one. First: Take one Letty 
Madden, spinster and major stockholder of the 


Madden Department Store, add Agatha, her prim and 
oh-so-proper sister who thinks that Adolph, their 
cousin and manager of the store can do no wrong; 
add a generous portion of Rita Norris, his secretary, 
who is accused of stealing $5000, throw in a dynam- 
ic pinch of Steve Harmann, a good-looking young 
lawyer, who represents Rita 
dissolve these last two ingredients with Julia Madden, 
daughter, a 
phoney; season well with Miss Arnold, Miss Powell 
and Miss Kent, minor stockholders, who insist upon 
making their own hats. 
no one is looking, spice it up with a heaping spoon- 
ful of Maimie, the cook and housekeeper. 
and what have you got? 
jumbled dreams that trouble her all because she is 
positive that Rita is 
Jordan, the new psychiatrist, who diagnoses her case 
and tells her the only way to be a healthy, normal 
woman is to yield to every impulse regardless of the 
consequences. 
the gamut from roller skating to shoplifting in her 
own store. 
as the real thief and handles him in her own un- 
inhibited fashion that will leave unquestioned the 
high voltage of this laugh provoking comedy. 
mad antics are a riot and at the peak of it all, 
Letty gets her man. 
for any audience. 


in the theft charge, 


sweet, ten karat 


young, 


WHAT HATS! And when 


Mix well 


Inhibitions! Letty has 


innocent. She consults Dr. 


And does she? You bet! She runs 


With Steve’s help she exposes Adolph 


Her 


It’s the last word in laughs 


BAKER’S PLAYS 


and Denver 2, 


Colo. 





Thespian Jewelry 
and Stationery 


Prices effective 8-1-49 


Official 10K 


Pins Charms 


ig Sale ag $5.50 $5.50 

freee re i io 
Official, gold plated 

A Sree arr ae 1.50 1.50 


Gold 
Guards (Additional) Sterling Plated 


CE eer ee \  ecuon $0.75 $0.75 
Official, Wreath 0.90 0.90 


Gold 
Keys Sterling Plated 
ee I ss a se cee $2.00 $2.25 

¢ Add 20% Federal Tax and any State Tax e 


All orders must be sent directly to 
The National Thespian Society 
College Hill Station, Cincinnati 24, Ohio 


SPECIAL THESPIAN STATIONERY 
#1225 White Vellum 
flat 7Y%4x1l0’% 


Postage included on cash orders 
Minimum order, 2 quires 


2 quies 





Official Jeweler to National Thespian Society 


L. G. BALFOUR COMPANY 


ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 
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MAKE-UP FOR THE STAGE 
By Carl B. Cass 

An invaluable source of help by one 
of America’s nationally recognized teach- 
ers of the subject. Articles on “Make-up 
Materials and Colors,” “Make-up Colors 
and Contours,” “Straight Make-up,” “In- 
creasing Age with Make-up,” “Make-up 
Suggesting Personality,” “Racial and Con- 
ventional Types of Make-up.” Highly 
recommended for theatre workers at all 
levels. Price, $0.60 
THE NATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY 
College Hill Station, Cincinnati 24, O. 
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January, 1950 


THE BOY WHO 
DISCOVERED EASTER 


An Easter one-act by Elizabeth McFadden 
author of “‘Why the Chimes Rang, etc. 


Theme: Easter. Parts: 1 man, 2 women, 
1 boy of twelve. Time: 40 minutes. 
Simple interior. Any Easter music pre- 
ferred. 


“I was so delighted with The Boy Who 
Discovered Easter” . . . It is entertaining 
and, at the same time, presents in the 
clearest wa fundamental truth of 


“The Little Church Around the Corner,” 
New York 


Price: 40 cents. Royalty: $5.00 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


25 West 45th Street 7623 Sunset Bivd. 
New York 19, N. Y. Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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God and life.”—Randolph Ray, Rector of | 
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For 


TALENTED READERS 


ARSENIC AND OLD LACE. From the famous 
Comedy Success. Won four states and a 


ee Oe ee”. a os wad 4s ae 8 75¢ 
BABY IN THE BATHROOM. Alite Buckley 
IS eR a RTT Ta ST 60¢ 


CYRANO de BERGERAC. From the play. Won 
N. J. State, and second in a 


1949 


DAVID GARRICK. From the play. Won five 
states, a National and a second in Na- 
SA Ai TS A a ee eRe ee ee” 60¢ 


FLORIST SHOP. W. Hawkridge. 1949 cutting 
from the play. Those who have been 
charmed by the play will be delighted with 
ss he eau. «) aratina ig aha en 75¢ 


GEORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE. Hart- 
Kaufman. From the New York success. 
Won Ohio State Speech League Contest 
1943, and a “‘first’’ in lowa State — 

¢ 


THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR. N. Gogol. 


Dee: Ge I Ss bAcpaad a cweeamee ens 50¢ 
JOINT OWNERS IN SPAIN. Alice Brown. From 
I ee ie Se sas ea an ee ogee 60¢ 


JUNIOR MISS. Chordov-Fields. From the Broad- 
Ng ica. aa ae ee ke 75¢ 


JUNIOR MISS’S CHRISTMAS. Another cutting 
from “Junior Miss.’’ From perhaps the most 
comical part of the uproarious comedy, this 
cutting is good for any time of year . .75¢ 


LOIS AND HER BOY FRIENDS. Still another 
cutting from the Broadway hit, “Junior 
SE 26's: 5-4 414 00k BE ae 75¢ 


MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER. Hart-Kaufman. 
From the Broadway and screen favorite. 


Won a state and National contest, 1947, 
and one of the ‘firsts’ in lowa, 1948. 
atte i oe tg Shak ie Nee Eres Ras 60¢ 


MID-SUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM. Shakespeare. 
Won 11. states and three National con- 
I ees rs ag oo ae oe ee 50¢ 


MY SISTER EILEEN. 1948 cutting from the 
famous New York play. 75¢ 


MY SISTER EILEEN AND THE FUTURE AD- 
MIRALS. Another 1948 reading from the play. 


POE CPE OLED Pre rr e rt te 75¢ 


PYGMALION AND GALATEA. W. S. Gilbert. 

PY I 6 oad 0 os os eew eo we 50¢ 
TAMING OF THE SHREW. Shakespeare . .50¢ 
TRIAL OF MR. PICKWICK. Dickens. Won 


Ind. State, and placed in National finals, 
1948 


TWELFTH NIGHT. Shakespeare. Won ill. 
Wesleyan State Meet, Ill. N.F.L., third in 
National, 1936, and reached National finals, 


RE eas ea ea Bore oe pie mld coe 50¢ 
VALUABLE RELATIONS. From ‘The School for 
Ss on es ee oe ee eee 60¢ 


YES MEANS NO. From the popular contest 
play. Reached National finals 1941. Won 
ST. EE, 4. Gs Sk ae Bees CAS oo 60¢ 


YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU. From the 
celebrated comedy. Won Spear State of 
Maine Contest, 1946, and ‘superior’ in 
S. Dak. State, 1948. 6 


These are only a few of the readings that 
are a challenge to a good speaker that 
are listed in our 1950 catalog. 
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WETMORE DECLAMATION 
BUREAU 


Sioux Cify, lowa 
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1. Setting for a production of ANGEL STREET as produced at the 
Alliance, Ohio, High School (Thespian Troupe 231). Directed by 
Marjorie Steltzer. 


2. Stage set for HOME SWEET HOMICIDE as staged at the Mc- 
Kinley High School (Thespian Troupe 684). Patricia Smith directed. 
3. This setting was used at the Johnstown, Pa., Senior High School 
(Troupe 660) for a production of YEARS AGO with Edith F. Paul 
as director. 

4. Charter members of Thespian Troupe 910 at the Tonasket, 
Wash., High School. Yvetta Snowden, founder and troupe sponsor. 


CA 
$. 


5. Set for ARSENIC AND OLD LACE given at the Niles, Michigar 
High School (Thespian Troupe 766). Directed by Carl Hallenius. 


6. Another set from HOME SWEET HOMICIDE as given at th 
Pella, lowa, High School (Thespian Troupe 123). Directed by Vere 
Van De Voort. 


7. Set for | REMEMBER MAMA as staged by Florence Hill at th: 
Canton, Ohio, Lehman High School (Thespian Troupe 66). 


8. Charter members of Troupe 663 of the Blacksburg, Virginic 
District High School. Sponsor Mary Helen Caldwell is seen holdinc 
the Thespian charter. 
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1. Induction team for Thespian Troupe 951 at the Showhegan, 
Maine, Senior High School. Troupe founded and sponsored by 
Janette Nadeau. 


2. Members of Thespian Troupe 461 of the Parma, Ohio, Schaaf 
High School. Sponsored by Jenny Lind Givens. 


3. Members of Thespian Troupe 729 of the Winchester, Mass., 
High School. Thomas A. Morse, troupe founder and sponsor. 


January, 1950 


4. Students taking the Thespian pledge at the Worthington, Minn., 
High School (Thespian Troupe 922). Sponsored by Max. H. Rivers. 


5. Installation of Troupe 932 at the Bath High School, Bath, Ohio. 
Troupe established by Evelyn Bruner. 


6. Initiation members of Thespian Troupe 118 at the St. Teresa 
Academy, East St. Louis, Ill. Sister Mary Pius, sponsor. 


7. Installation of Troupe 416 at the Reading, Pa., Senior High 
School. Mildred Hahn, troupe founder and sponsor. 
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1. Members of Thespian Troupe 930 of the Thompson, lowa, High School. 


Mrs. Donald Johnston, troupe sponsor, is seen at the extreme left in the 
front row. 


2. Members of Thespian Troupe 798 of the Horace Mann High School, 
Gary, Indiana. Sponsored by Mary Gorrell (third in the back row at the 
right). 

3. Ethel Roberg (seated third in the front row) sponsors this group of 
Thespians at the Franklin High School (Troupe 468), Cedar Rapids, iowa. 


4. Initiation of charter members ot the Laura Conner High School, Augusta, 


Ark. Sponsor Eva |. Wilkins is seen seated ot the left of the table. (Thespian 
Troupe 169). 


5. Members of Thespian Troupe 56 of the Moscow, Idaho, High School. 
Edward M. Dalva, troupe sponsor. 


6. Members of Thespian Troupe 835 of Parma, idaho, assist with the 
installation of Troupe 938 at the Nyssa, Oregon, High School. Mrs. J. P. 
Brumbach founded the troupe at Nyssa. Mrs. Judy Yensen, sponsor at the 
Parma High School is seen at the extreme right. 


7. Installation of members in Troupe 955 at the Collinsville, Ill., Township 
High School. Seen at the extreme left is Supt. of Schools D. K. Darling. 
At the extreme right is sponsor Ruth V. Schmidt. 

8. New and old officers and sponsor Barbara Dodson (fifth from the left) 
of Thespian Troupe 35 of the Mainland High School, Daytona Beach, Fia. 
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S fust Off the Press 
KING MIDAS AND THE GOLDEN TOUCH 


Dramatized by Charlotte B. Chorpenning 


An inspiring play for young people, beautiful in its theme as well as in its stage dressing. 

King Midas of Phrygia, displaying the splendors of his garden and the other evidences of 
his might, to his beloved daughter Tyra and her friends, is suddenly addressed by the 
Goddess of Wishes, who has not spoken in a long pulse of endless time. Asked to choose 
one wish, he wishes that everything he touches may turn to gold, and as he turns to touch 
an urn, finds that his wish has been granted. Fearful that he may inadvertently touch his 
little daughter, and knowing that there are things not to be turned to gold, he puts on 
gloves, and warns her away from him. But when he finds that his very food and drink 
turn to gold before they can reach his mouth, Tyra, in a burst of love for him, invents a 
game designed to deliver him from his lust for power, and break the spell. In the course 
of this game, in a scene of magnificent drama and suspense, he touches her, and what 
he has feared comes to pass. Overwhelmed by grief, he gropes his way to the simple truth 
that breaks the spell. 

Plays about an hour and a half, in one setting, and requires eight characters: three boys, five aia 


Books, 75c each 











Royalty for each performance, $15.00 








AVAILABLE FROM 


THE CHILDREN’S THEATRE PRESS 


CLOVERLOT 
Anchorage, Kentucky 


SEND FOR OUR FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
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c TRG 2 ae Let’s Broadcast 
Just Published ! 
EQUIPMENT” S O U N D A textbook on the use of radio broad- 





casting as an educational tool in the 


S 


® VELOUR CURTAINS 
@ CURTAIN TRACKS 
@® OLIO CURTAINS 
@ CYCLORAMAS 


@ AUDITORIUM DRAPES 
® PAINTED DROPS 

@ AND SETTINGS 

@ CYKE PROPS 


@ INTERIOR FLATS 
® LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
® STAGE HARDWARE 
® AND RIGGING 


® MOTOR CONTROLS 





SPECIAL NOTICE 


We have in stock scenic canvas 


KNOXVILLE 
SCENIC STUDIOS, INC. 


Old Maryville Pike 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
P.O. Box 1029 
KK LMA AAAS SASS IERIE 
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EFFECTS 


That assure a perfect professional _ 
formance by providing maximum re 


MAJOR 
SOUND-EFFECT RECORDS 


Meet Every Stage 
Production Need 


All Major Sound Effect Records are 10- 
inch, double-face, lateral cut, 78 R. P. M. 
They are recorded from life on film, then 
waxed; Quick-cued wherever advanta- 
geous. Playable on any phonograph or 
turntable. 


Write for FREE Catalog — Today 


MAJOR RECORDS 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


THOMAS J. VALENTINO, Inc. 


150 West 46th St., Dept. DM-1 
New York 19, N. Y. 


CANADIAN DISTRIBUTOR: 


International Recording Service 
56-58 Wellington St. E., Toronto, Ont., Canada 
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secondary schools, written by Everett C. 
Braun, Public Schools, San Luis Obispo, 
Cal. and Frederick J. 


writer and producer. 


Stanley, radio 
Practical sugges- 
tions and ideas for school radio classes 
and broadcasting. All phases of radio 
broadcasting are treated, such as: Types 
of Programs, Planning the Program, 
Form of the Script, Timing the Program, 
Microphone Technique, Sound Effects, 


etc. 247 pages. Cloth bound. 


Price, $2.50 a copy 


Send for our general catalog of plays 
and entertainment material 


The Northwestern Press 
2200 Park Ave. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
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1. Thespian initiation in the spring of 1949 at the Jamestown, 
New York, High School (Thespian Troupe 364) with Myrtle Paetz- 
nick as sponsor. 


2. Cast for a production of THE CURSE OF AN ACHING HEART 
at the Messick High School, Memphis- Tenn. Directed by Freda 
Kenner. (Thespian Troupe 186). 


3. Members of the Dramatics Club and Thespian Troupe 879 
of the Dupo, Ill., Community High School, with Ardath Short 
(seen third in the front row) as sponsor. 


4. Thespian members of Troupe 786 of the Springfield, Oregon, 


High School, with Mabel Marie Ellefson as sponsor. Mrs. Ellefson 
is Regional Director for Oregon. 


5. Thespian initiation in November of 1948 at the Parma, Ohic 
Schaaf High School (Troupe 461). Jenny Lind Givens, sponsor. 


6. Thespian initiates at the Central High School (Troupe 822), 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Maybelle Conger, troupe sponsor. 


7. Scene from THE WASP awarded first place in the finals of th. 
1949 Texas One-Act Play Contest. Presented by Thespian Troupe 
273 of the White Deer, Texas, High School, with P. W. Cain a: 
difector. (Left to right) Dickie Ingram, Dorothy Barnett, Tom Horn 
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STAGE CURTAINS 
CYCLORAMA. CURTAINS 
STAGE LIGHTING 


37th and Charlotte Streets 
PITTSBURGH 1, PA. 
















 STAGECRAFT SERVICE 


Settings and Lighting on a rental basis for all 


CHARLES H. STEWART & CO. 
6 - 8 College Circle, 
Somerville 44, Massachusetts 
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pittsburgh Stage & Equipment Studios 


| es SGHOEN & CROWE 





WINDOW DRAPERIES 
STAGE SCENERY 
STAGE RIGGING 





| STAGE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


productions. Scenery, Draperies, Hardware and e FOOTS e SPOTS 
——- supplied for permanent in- . BORDERS ~ ACCESSORIES 


w York 19, N. Y. 








“THE HEIRESS” — Valley Players — Holyoke, Mass. 


HOOKER-HOWE COSTUME CO. 











BROADWAY 
SERVICE 
AT 
MAIN STREET 
RATES 


Call for special 
suggestions for 


YOUR SHOW 


Box 391, Haverhill, Mass. 














inc. THEATRE 


Everything for the i oe 


TRAVELER TRACKS RIGGING 

STAGE CURTAINS SCENERY 
CYCLORAMAS PAINTS 

SPOT LIGHTS BRUSHES 

BORDER LIGHTS STAGE HARDWARE 
FOOTLIGHTS COSTUMES 
FOLLOW SPOTS MAKE UP 
SWITCHBOARDS GELATINE 


SOUND EQUIPMENT SOUND EFFECTS 





WORKING MODELS 
SPECIFICATIONS 
CONSULTATION 
PLANS 


PLEASE WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


pe 


1430 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 
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LONGACRE 5.7039 








Say You Saw It In Dramatics 


TICS § January, 1950 





Publication Date January 7, 1950 


My First Fifty Years 
in the Theatre 


By OWEN DAVIS 


The Plays, the Players, the Theatrical 
» Managers and the Theatre itself as one 


man saw them in the fifty years between 
1897 and 1947. 


‘ 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
: 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
, 
Out of the panorama of fifty years ‘ 
Mr. Davis has written a warm, ¢ 
rambling narrative that successfully { 
bridges the years so that we seem 
to be living those old days again 
and seeing almost forgotten faces , 
in life-like focus. What a gallery { 
they make! “Many of them are | 
still living, too many have gone on ¢ 
ahead, but as I sit here at my { 
battered old desk tonight, they are | 
all here with me.” The characters, | 
the episodes, the witty and sage « 
observation of Owen Davis will $ 
linger long, and perhaps indefinite- | 
ly, in the minds of all who have the 
good fortune to read this “folksy” 
telling of fifty years of theatre 
history. 








Part I. 
TRYING TO BREAK IN. 


Lah A PP Oe 


Part II. : 
THE THEATRE IN _ 1897. 


The Plays, the Players, the Drama- 
tists and the Managers as I came 
in contact with them. 





Part III. Part V. 
1907 to 1917. 1927 to 1937. 

Part LV. Part VI. 
1917 to 1927. 1937 to TODAY 


(with a few words concerning a 
second historical sketch to be pub- 
lished in January 1997, to be called 
“MY FIRST 100 YEARS IN THE 
THEATRE?” ). 


Probable price, $2.50 
ee 


BAKER’S PLAYS 


569 Boylston Street, 


Boston 16, Massachusetts 
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1. Initiation ceremony at the Lower Merion High School (Thespian Troupe 
801), Ardmore, Pa. Anita M. Taylor, sponsor. 


2. Formal installation of Troupe 933 at the Belleville, Kansas, High School, 
with members of Troupe 337 of the Superior, Nebr., assisting. Mrs. E. C. 
Houdek founded the Belleville Troupe. Mrs. Mabel Fowler is sponsor at 
Superior, Nebraska. 


3. Installation of Troupe 935 of the Lawton, Oklahoma, High School with 
Opal Ford as founder and sponsor. This ceremony was held on March 28, 
1949. 








4. Thespian induction ceremony at the Scottsbluff, Nebaska, High Scho: | 


(Troupe 819) with Edna Spelts as director. 


5. Thespian pledges during National Drama Week at the Hope, Arkansa 
High School. Mrs. B. E. McMahen, troupe sponsor. 


6. Members of Thespian Troupe 25 of the Spanish Fork, Utah, High Schoo 
B. Davis Evans, sponsor. 


7. Thespian Troupe 948 was formally established on May 17, 1949, at th: 


Shawnee, Okla., High School, with Norene Tower as sponsor. 


8. Installation of Troupe 939 at the Shelby, Ohio, High School. Ruth Kelle: 
meyer, founder and sponsor. 
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Do you have that run-down feeling after a 
ten-mile trot? 


Do you wake up in the morning feeling tired? 


Do you feel cold in winter, and vice versa? 


Then You Don’t Need a Psychiatrist . . . You’re Normal Enough To Enjoy 


UP TO YOUR EARS 


By Douglas Parkhirst 


A buoyant comedy, with the blossoms of spring and romance 
among the modern younger generation. It is a lovely day, just 
before Kay’s marriage to the proper and respectable Joe 
Patterson. Kay’s phenomenal sister, Sally, is bugs on psychiatry. 
She diagnoses Joe as a stuffy, egocentric bully, and the wrong 
groom for Kay. After an hilarious psychoanalysis of the hired 
girl, she proceeds with the help of Joe’s brother and a beauti- 


6 MEN 6 WOMEN __ INTERIOR 


MODERN COSTUMES 


ful blonde to disrupt the wedding and pave the way for 
Charley, Kay’s schoo!-days beau. After Sally “tunes up her 
libido,“ she proceeds to involve the whole household in 
dozens of humorous compiications and then to expose Joe in 
his true colors. Thanks to Sally’s garbled applications of psy- 
chiatry, Kay returns to Charley and everything works out to 
a highly satisfactory conclusion. 
BOOKS 85c 


ROYALTY $25.00 
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A NEW COMEDY DISCOVERS THE BEGINNINGS OF WISDOM IN A YOUNG GIRL 


JUNE DAWN 


By Dorothy Evans and John Ware 


Unknown to her parents, Ann Nelson has invited a motion 
picture company to film some of its sequences “’on location” 
at the high school where her father is principal. Into the 
quiet Nelson home move the temperamental director, the 
lovely ingenue, and the effervescent teen-age star. Though 
Ann’‘s father promises the head of the school board that there 
will be no disruptions, that is hardly the word to describe the 
bedlam that follows. The climax of a hectic up-roarious week 
comes when Ann rings the fire bell right in the middle of 


assembly, and the student body comes pouring out for a scene 
in the picture. Before Ann is through, her father’s job is 
jeopardized and she is in bad graces of everyone. At the 
last moment, by sacrificing her own ambitions, Ann ingeni- 
ously makes everything come out happily for her father, her 
friends, and herself. But more than this, she has discovered 
that, as her mother says, “‘Life really dawns for a girl when 
she learns to be unselfish, and the best dawn of all is a 
June dawn. That’s when the sun comes up earliest.”’ 


6 MEN, 7 WOMEN, (EXTRAS AS DESIRED), INTERIOR, MODERN COSTUMES, Books 85c, Royalty, $25 
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Send for the 1950 Supplement to our Basic Catalogue of Plays 


SAMUEL 


FRENCH 


THE HOUSE OF PLAYS 





25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 





(Founded 1830) 


7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Calif. 








Say You Saw It In Dramatics 
































FINE PLAYS FOR FINE THEATRE 


WE SHOOK THE FAMILY TREE 


This play is the director’s dilemma. You are going to have to contend with continual roars and 
guffaws of laughter. High and hilarious comedy from the first to the final curtain. 


Royalty, $25.00 3 acts, 7w, 5m, 1 int. set Price, 75c. Posters available 


OH, BROTHER! 


Here is the play that.you, your cast and audience are going to thoroughly enjoy. Paul, a high 
school senior, is trying to raise money—and with increasing desperation as one comic misadven- 
ture after another occurs to thwart him. This gay comedy hit will appeal to anyone who has 


ever been or known a high school student. Your production of this play should be your greatest 
success. 


Royalty, $10.00 minimum, up to a maximum of $25.00, depending on your gross receipts. Price, 75c. 
3 acts, 6m, 6 w, 1 int. set. Posters available 


OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY 


The most popular amateur play in America according to the latest Thespian Survey. It con- 
cerns the lively and amusing mishaps of Cornelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kimbrough on their 
first trip to Europe. And in one basic set too! 


Royalty, $25.00 8m, 9w, 1 int. set Price 75c. Posters available 


THE PERFECT IDIOT 


Along with the pride and joy of having a young genius for a son there prove to be a few draw- 
backs to put it far too mildly. Here is a farce comedy at its fastest and funniest. 


Royalty, $10.00 3 acts, 8m, 7w, 1 int. set Price, 75c. Posters available 


The Mark of Quality 


in the Theatre 


THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1706 South Prairie Avenue Chicago 16, Illinois 
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